checking certain sea-stores in each ship at dawn, and,
later, the task of driving all those allotted to her par-
ticular ship out of the theatre and down to the wharf.
The two ships were called the Queen of the Seas and the
Royal Fortune. Those sailing in the Queen were called
the Reds, and had themselves and their belongings
marked with red; those sailing in the Fortune were called
Blues, and were marked with blue. Theodora was to
be in charge of the Blues, of whom there were sixty-
eight.

"What the seamen want," Sosthenes said, "is for there
to be no delay, so that they can drop down the river
and be well out to sea, really well out, before the wind
dies. We've been here a month; half these girls have got
adorers who will want to say 'good-bye'. You must tell
them that if they're late they'll lose their passage."

Word had passed through Antioch that the company
would sail upon the morrow. Macedonia said to
Theodora, "There will be no leaving by the stage-doors
now; we shall be beset. We shall have to hood ourselves,
mix with the audience in the garden, and get away that
way. The performance to-morrow will be an hour
earlier than usual, but .even so, we shall have a struggle
to get away. The Prefect is coming, and all the
magistrates; they'll all make speeches. We have had an
extraordinary success here; but, oh, I shall be glad to be
away. I feel that war is so near here."

They hooded themselves ifk black wraps, and ran out
into the tail-ends of the audience now loitering out of
the gardens. They crossed the street, and were almost
at the charming little house, when a familiar figure came
up to Theodora.

"I your friend, see. I say I give you twenty pieces
for the thing you show me, see? No one else give it;
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